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Idaho State University

Staff Council Meeting

January 21, 2014
Faculty Senate Conference Room, 301 Rendezvous
Minutes
Present:  Ann Howell, Barry Hulet, Chris Wagner, Chris Wilson, Craig Joseph, Heidi Oliver, James Yizar, Karen Tolman, Linda Baum, Marjanna Hulet, Michael Taylor, Patty Tryon, Susanne Forrest, Suzanne Peck, Syd Sharp, Weston Whitworth
Excused:  Emily Frandsen, Sharra Nelson, Tamilyn Carson 
Call to Order:  Weston called the meeting to order at 1:37 pm
Minutes:  Minutes from the December 17, 2013 meeting were approved with minor corrections.
Treasurer Report:  Encumbrance for scarfs - $999.59.  There is a discrepancy in a charge to Chartwell’s which Karen is working on. 
New Business: 
Health Program – This was an idea that was brought up at the first of the year in which departments on campus such as the Wellness Center and the Psychology Clinic provide staff members with assistance for better health.  Linda will research what the Health Department is doing and talk to the Wellness Center.  If we were to implement a program staff would need incentives such as time off work to participate.  
Employee Recognition Committee – We are in need of more volunteers to help the committee.  We need help with contacting vendors, RSVPs, sending return tickets, flower arrangements, and greeting staff the day of the luncheon.  It was suggested that we get invitations sent out in time to send return tickets (Pocatello only, for raffle).  Awards will be purchased out of staff council funds.  Raffle prizes will be donated from on-campus and outside vendors.  Marjanna will ask for on-campus donations. Susanne will ask her husband about taking pictures.  Syd will get a list of award recipients from HR to email out to staff members to review.  Heidi will print certificates.
Internal Committee Reports: 
Bylaws Committee – Syd Sharp
The bylaws are out for a vote.
Events Committee – Karen Tolman
Scarves have been approved and ordered for the Hot Chocolate Social.  Ten will be sent to Idaho Falls and Meridian and the remaining 280 will be handed out in Pocatello.  The first to attend at each location will receive a scarf.  Flyers will be put on the Staff Bulletin Board and sent out to staff memos.  Karen will make name tags for staff members to wear.   

Election Committee – Heidi Oliver
We will plan for elections how they have been done in the past since the new by-laws have not been approved.  
Employee Recognition Committee – Syd Sharp, Patty Tryon, Ann Howell
See information under New Business.
Executive Committee – Weston Whitworth
Nothing to report.
Marketing Committee – Heidi Oliver
Advertising for Hot Chocolate Social and voting on By-laws.
Professional Development Committee – Mike Taylor

Received 7 applications and will meet later this week to review them.  
Retiree Recognition Committee – Suzanne Peck
Have a few more cards ready to send out.  It was mentioned to bring them in and have all committee members sign them.  Will bring to the next meeting.
Scholarship Committee – Sharra Nelson
Not Present.  
External Committees
Campus Beautification Committee - Sharra Nelson/Chris Wagner
MLK narrowing grant has been granted, with construction to begin spring 2015.  The road will be reduced to two-lanes (one each direction), one-way from 9th to Love Joey.  The Wheatley’s will provide for landscaping in front of Reed Gym.  Parking will by diagonal only with a 3ft berm in front.  This will be done this spring or summer.  Some of the reserved parking on the side lot will be changed to general parking.    
Campus Recreation Advisory Board – Chris Wagner 
Did not meet.
Diversity Committee – Mike Taylor 
Have not met.
Parking Advisory Board – Ann Howell
Have not met.  Discussed with Connie Byrd’s concerns and she will look into them.  
Parking Appeals – James Yizar 
Have not met. Susanne brought up a concern for one of her students.  It states on the parking office web-site that if a student received a parking ticket that it would be waived if a pass is purchased.  This particular student was not able to get the ticket waived after purchasing a pass.  James is going to look into this.  
President’s Cabinet – Weston Whitworth 

President Vailas is working with legislatures on funding.  Governor Otter did not say anything in his “State of the State Address” about employee raises.  A group which looks at funding has requested a 1% raise plus 1% bonus.  HR is starting a mentoring pilot project for new employees (6 months or less).  Benny’s Pantry is now open. 
Safety Committee – Barry Hulet
Nothing to report.
Special Budget Council – Weston Whitworth & Heidi Oliver
Will listen to budget presentations and give recommendations.  Departments are doing a program prioritization. Some departments may see budget cuts and others may receive more funding.  Presentations will not be heard until March.  
Sustainability Committee – Chris Wilson 
Have not met.
University Library Committee – Susanne Forrest
The library is looking at drastic cuts and facility/structure problems.  They cut $100,000 in databases last year and will have to make more cuts this year.  There will be a mini golf fundraiser on February 8 and a book sale on February 9.  Re-doing their by-laws.  Received $18,000 from Roger Humberger to redo reading rooms.  
Other - 
A concern was brought up about the dependent tuition reduction for transfer students.  The amount of credits a student can receive reduced funding for includes transfer credits earned.  Staff members who have children with transfer credits do not feel it should include the transfer credits.  The committee discussed this issue when developing the policy.  Currently there is not an appeals process.  Weston will bring up at President’s Council.  
Old Business:
        Hot Chocolate Social – January 29, 2-4 pm
Bylaws Elections – Encourage your constituents to vote.
Announcements:  
On February 1 the ISU women’s softball team is holding a trivia night fund raiser at the Clarion Inn.  It is $150 for a team of 6.  Staff Council decided to put together a team for this fundraiser.  
Adjourn
Motion to adjourn made and seconded.  Motion passed and the meeting adjourned at 3:14 pm. The next Staff Council meeting will be February 18, 2014 in the Faculty Senate Conference Room from 1:30 pm – 3:30 pm.
Respectfully Submitted,

Suzanne Peck
